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prowess to defeat the Pandya in a straight battle.
Therefore, he decided on a strategy. Accordingly, he
sent for the eight thousand Jains who were residing in
eight mountains. On seeing the king's letter, all of them
proceeded to Kancheepuram and blessed the king
touching his head with peacock's feathers which they
used to hold in their hands. The king told them that if
they could kill the Pandya by performing an
"Aabiehara - Homa" (sacrifice for causing harm to others)
he would reward them with half his kingdom.

The jains immediately prepared themselves for
the Homa and performed it on a large scale. So huge a
fire was raised in the Homa Gunda that all the trees and
fields around had to be burnt Then a huge elephant
arose out of the Homa Gunda. The Jains directed the
elephant to destroy the Pandya king and his kingdom.
The elephant began its journey and the jains followed it
with the Chola king's armed forces.

The elephant's ferocious appearance and its
march were reported to the Pandya and he immediately
prayed to Lord Somasundareswara to save him from the
impending danger. The Lord reassured him saying that
he would appear as an archer and kill the elephant and
asked the king to put on the eastern sfde of the city a
structure over which the archer could sit. The king put up
a Mantap with sixteen pillars. The Lord appeared as a
young and strong archer and ascended the Mantap and
took his seat on it. When the elephant was coming at a
distance, the archer struck it with an arrow and it fell
down dead.

The Jains witnessed the death of the elephant
and were thrown off their guard. The Pandya's forces